Gift of Incarnation - Readings

New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised

WEEK ONE - GOD AS CREATOR
Genesis 1:1-2:7
Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath

1 In the beginning when God created” the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God™ swept over the face of the waters. 3*Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light. *And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. ®*God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

5And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the

waters.” ’So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. 2 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.

°And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’
And it was so. '°God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good. " Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it And it was so. '>The earth brought forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it
was good. '*And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

¥ And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be
for signs and for seasons and for days and years, "“and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth. And it was so. ' God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night—and the stars. '’ God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, "®to rule
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was

good. "*And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across
the dome of the sky. 2 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. *? God
blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth. 2 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

2 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. > God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and
the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good.

%Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind!® in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals
of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

S0 God created humankind® in his image,
in the image of God he created them;!"
male and female he created them.

22God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth. 2 God said, ‘See, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
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every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. ** And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. 3" God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished
the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. *So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.

“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
Another Account of the Creation

In the day that the Lord™® God made the earth and the heavens, *when no plant of the field was yet in the earth
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there
was no one to till the ground; ®but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the
ground— "then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground,! and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and the man became a living being.

Genesis 2:4-25
“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
Another Account of the Creation

In the day that the Lord™ God made the earth and the heavens, ®when no plant of the field was yet in the earth
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there
was no one to till the ground; ®but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the
ground— "then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground,™ and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and
there he put the man whom he had formed. ? Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

% Ariver flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes four branches. "' The
name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; ?and
the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. *The name of the second river is Gihon; it is
the one that flows around the whole land of Cush. ¥The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

5The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. ® And the Lord God
commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; ' but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.

8Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper as his

partner.” 'So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living creature,
that was its name. 2 The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the
field; but for the man! there was not found a helper as his partner. ' So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to
fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 2 And the rib that
the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 2Then the man said,

‘This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,!!
for out of Manl®! this one was taken.
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24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 2 And the
man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.

Romans 8:16-23

'8it is that very Spirit bearing witness!® with our spirit that we are children of God, "7 and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

Future Glory

8| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed
to us. "For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; ?**for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of

God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 2and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies.

WEEK TWO - COMPANION GOD
Genesis 6:5-8

5The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every inclination of the
thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. ® And the Lord was sorry that he had made humankind on the
earth, and it grieved him to his heart. ?So the Lord said, ‘| will blot out from the earth the human beings | have
created—people together with animals and creeping things and birds of the air, for | am sorry that | have made
them. 8But Noah found favour in the sight of the Lord.

Genesis 9:8-17

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ®‘As for me, | am establishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, '*and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark./? | establish my covenant with you, that
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth. '2God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all future generations: | have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of
the covenant between me and the earth. “When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, *® I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. "®*When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh thatis on the

earth. ' God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh
thatis on the earth’

Genesis 12:1-8
The Call of Abram

12 Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that
| will show you. 2l will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.’

4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran. ® Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they
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had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of
Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, ® Abram passed through the land to the place at
Shechem, to the oak!™ of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. “Then the Lord appeared to
Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring!® | will give this land.’ So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had
appeared to him. 8From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord.

Genesis 21:1-7
The Birth of Isaac

21 The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2Sarah conceived
and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. *Abraham gave the name
Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. *And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old,
as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. *Now
Sarah said, ‘God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7 And she said, ‘Who
would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet | have borne him a son in his old age.

Genesis 22:1-11
The Command to Sacrifice Isaac

22 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here | am.” 2He said, ‘Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-
offering on one of the mountains that | shall show you.’ 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and
set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. #On the third day Abraham looked up
and saw the place far away. ®Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and | will
go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you. ® Abraham took the wood of the burnt-
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!” And he said, ‘Here | am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the
wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ 8 Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb
for a burnt-offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together.

°When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in
order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. "*Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to kill™? his son. " But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said,
‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here l am.’

Romans 4:1-13
The Example of Abraham

4 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? ?For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say?
‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ * Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. *But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly,
such faith is reckoned as righteousness. So also David speaks of the blessedness of those to whom God
reckons righteousness irrespective of works:

7‘Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8pblessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin.
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°|s this blessedness, then, pronounced only on the circumcised, or also on the uncircumcised? We say, ‘Faith
was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.’ " How then was it reckoned to him? Was it before or after he had
been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. ' He received the sign of circumcision as a
seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him
the ancestor of all who believe without being circumcised and who thus have righteousness reckoned to
them, '2and likewise the ancestor of the circumcised who are not only circumcised but who also follow the
example of the faith that our ancestor Abraham had before he was circumcised.

God’s Promise Realized through Faith

3For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the
law but through the righteousness of faith.

Exodus 12:21-28

'Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go, select lambs for your families, and slaughter
the passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the
two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house until

morning. 2 For the Lord will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and
on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to
strike you down. ##You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children. 2 When you
come to the land that the Lord will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this observance. 2 And when
your children ask you, “What do you mean by this observance?” # you shall say, “It is the passover sacrifice to
the Lord, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck down the Egyptians but
spared our houses.”” And the people bowed down and worshipped.

2The Israelites went and did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron.

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Samuel Anoints David

16 The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being king over Israel.
Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king
among his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer
with you, and say, “| have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you. *Samuel did what the Lord commanded,
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come
peaceably?’ ®*He said, ‘Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me
to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

8When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord. ! 7 But
the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected
him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the
heart.’ 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen
this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ °Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of

these. "Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes
here. ?He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.

The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ ®*Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel
then set out and went to Ramah.
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Isaiah 40:1-11
God’s People Are Comforted

40 Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
23peak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

8 A voice says, ‘Cry out!”
And | said, ‘What shall | cry?’
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;®!
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
‘Here is your God!’
1°See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
""He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
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WEEK THREE - JESUS CHRIST AS AN EXPRESSION OF GOD

Mark 1:1-9

The Proclamation of John the Baptist

1 The beginning of the good news!™ of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.!"’
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,[!

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,!
who will prepare your way;

3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

”)

make his paths straight™’,

4John the baptizer appeared™ in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. *And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. *Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. ” He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8| have
baptized you with!? water; but he will baptize you with!®! the Holy Spirit.

The Baptism of Jesus

%In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

John1:1-18
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He was in the beginning
with God. 2 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.

5There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ”He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. #He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.[!

®He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. ""He came
to what was his own,! and his own people did not accept him. >But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, "*who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

" And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son,“ full of grace and truth. '® (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom | said, “He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””) ' From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. " The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ¥ No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,[? who has made him known.

Matthew 1:1-17
The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah

1 An account of the genealogy! of Jesus the Messiah,!” the son of David, the son of Abraham.
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2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his

brothers, 2and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the
father of Aram, *and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the
father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the
father of Jesse, ®and Jesse the father of King David.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 2and Asaph!® the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, ®and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham
the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, *®and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the
father of Amos,® and Amos!? the father of Josiah, " and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the
time of the deportation to Babylon.

2 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of
Zerubbabel, *and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of
Azor, “and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, "®and Eliud
the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, "®and Jacob the father
of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.®

730 all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to
Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah,!" fourteen generations.

Luke 1:5-17
The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold

5In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of
Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ¢ Both of them were righteous before
God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.

80Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, ®he was chosen by lot, according
to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. " Now at the time of the
incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. "' Then there appeared to him an angel
of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. *When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and
fear overwhelmed him. ®*But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard.
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. "You will have joy and gladness, and many
will rejoice at his birth, "*for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink;
even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. * He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord
their God. " With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

Luke 1:26-80
The Birth of Jesus Foretold

28|n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, #’ to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 22 And he came
to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.?! 22 But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 3*The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favour with God. 3'And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. ¥ He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. 3 He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end. **Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’ 3 The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. * And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
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and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. ¥ For nothing will be impossible with God.’ ®Then
Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed
from her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth

%|n those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, *°where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ' When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit “?and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. “* And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to
me? *“For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. * And blessed is she
who believed that there would be!® a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.

Mary’s Song of Praise
4 And Mary!® said,

‘My soul maghnifies the Lord,
4 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
“8for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
“*for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
5°His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
%' He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
%2He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
%3he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
%4He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
% according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever’

% And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home.
The Birth of John the Baptist

5”Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. *® Her neighbours and relatives heard that
the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.

%90n the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his
father.  But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John. ¢ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this
name. 2 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. ¥ He asked for a
writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John. And all of them were amazed. % Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. ®® Fear came over all their neighbours, and
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. ®All who heard them pondered
them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

Zechariah’s Prophecy
5 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

88 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them.
% He has raised up a mighty saviour for us


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%201%3A5-17%2C%2026-80&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24931d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%201%3A5-17%2C%2026-80&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24932e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%201%3A5-17%2C%2026-80&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24955f

in the house of his servant David,
7%as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
7 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
2Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
3the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 7“that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, ”?in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
7to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
8By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon!® us,
10 give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

8The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to
Israel.

Luke 15:11-31
The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother

""Then Jesus!™ said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. '?The younger of them said to his father, “Father, give
me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. * A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living. *When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. '®So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. "®He would gladly have filled himself with™ the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. " But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! "1 will get up and go to my father,
and | will say to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; "I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” °So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed

him. 2'Then the son said to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to
be called your son.”!! 22But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 22 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; 2*for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to
celebrate.

% ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and
dancing. 2 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. ? He replied, “Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” 2 Then he became angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 22 But he answered his father, “Listen!
For all these years | have been working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you
have never given me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. 3 But when this son of yours
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 3 Then the
fatherl® said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
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Matthew 22:1-14
The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. *Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.” ®But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, *while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. ” The king was enraged. He sent
his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 2Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready,
but those invited were not worthy. ® Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” " Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

" ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, '2and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was
speechless. *Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” " For many are called, but few are chosen’

Matthew 26:1-2
The Plot to Kill Jesus

26 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2‘You know that after two days the
Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.

Matthew 26:17-29
The Passover with the Disciples

70n the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Where do you want us to make the
preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ ' He said, ‘Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The
Teacher says, My time is near; | will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.” *®So the disciples did
as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.

20\When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve;® 2' and while they were eating, he said, ‘Truly | tell you,
one of you will betray me. 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another,
‘Surely not |, Lord?’ 2 He answered, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray

me. 2*The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 2° Judas, who betrayed him, said, ‘Surely not |,
Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

%While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and
said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ ¥ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink
from it, all of you; 2for this is my blood of thel”! covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins. | tell you, | will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new with you in my
Father’s kingdom.’
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Luke 22:7-8
The Preparation of the Passover

’Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8So Jesus® sent
Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat it

Luke 22:14-22
The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

“When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. *®*He said to them, ‘| have
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer; *®for | tell you, | will not eat it?®! until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.’ " Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it among
yourselves; "®for | tell you that from now on | will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes. ®Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 2 And he did the same with the cup after
supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.[”! 2' But see, the one who
betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 2?For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but
woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!’

WEEK FOUR - US AS THE BODY OF CHRIST
John 20:19-23
Jesus Appears to the Disciples

"When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ %° After
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the

Lord. 2" Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 2> When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 2If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.

John 21:14-19
"“This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
Jesus and Peter

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ "® A second time
he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ ' He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you
know that | love you. Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. "®Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used
to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands,
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” '*(He said this to
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.
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Matthew 28:16-20
The Commissioning of the Disciples

*Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. " When they
saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. ¥ And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. ' Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2°and teaching them to obey everything that | have
commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.’[*!

Matthew 25:31-46
The Judgement of the Nations

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 3*and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the

left. 3#Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; **for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3| was naked and you gave
me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” 3 Then the righteous will
answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to
drink? % And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? % And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” “° And the king will answer them, “Truly | tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,® you did it to me.” ' Then he will
say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels; **for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 3|
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.” *Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” **Then he will answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” “¢ And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life’

Luke 24:44-53

“Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you—that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ *Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, “*and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, 4’ and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “8You are witnesses!” of these things. “ And see, | am sending
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high.

The Ascension of Jesus

%Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. ' While he was blessing
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.!”? 32 And they worshipped him, and! returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; ¥ and they were continually in the temple blessing God.!
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Acts 2:1-42
The Coming of the Holy Spirit

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. *Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. *All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ’Amazed
and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of
us, in our own native language? ° Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '*Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ' Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” > All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this
mean?’ "*But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.

Peter Addresses the Crowd

4But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say. ®*Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for
it is only nine o’clock in the morning. *®No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

7¢“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
8Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
9 And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
'Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

2¢You that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,” a man attested to you by God with
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— ?*this man,
handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the
hands of those outside the law. 2 But God raised him up, having freed him from death,' because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. 2 For David says concerning him,

“l saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
2%therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
2You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”

2 ‘Fellow Israelites,!’ | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and
his tomb is with us to this day. * Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that
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he would put one of his descendants on his throne. * Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah,!? saying,

“He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.”

%2This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. ¥ Being therefore exalted at'¢! the right hand of
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both
see and hear. **For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,

“The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand,
3 until | make your enemies your footstool.””

%8 Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and
Messiah,!" this Jesus whom you crucified.

The First Converts

%7 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,

‘Brothers,!? what should we do?’ *® Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3 For the promise
is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him. 4° And
he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” ' So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons
were added. *They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers.

1 Corinthians 12
Spiritual Gifts

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts,"” brothers and sisters, | do not want you to be uninformed. 2You know that
when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore | want you to
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus
is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; >and there are varieties of services, but the same

Lord; ®and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. ’To each
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, °to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, '°to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. " All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the
Spirit chooses.

One Body with Many Members

2For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. "®*For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. " If the foot were to say, ‘Because | am not a
hand, | do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. "® And if the ear were to
say, ‘Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. "7 If
the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the
sense of smell be? ®But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. **If all
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were a single member, where would the body be? 2°As it is, there are many members, yet one body. ?' The eye
cannot say to the hand, ‘l have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘| have no need of you. 20n the
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 2 and those members of the body
that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated
with greater respect; >*whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, #*that there may be no dissension within the body, but
the members may have the same care for one another. 2 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.

2”Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 2 And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. ?°Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? *° Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 3'But strive for the greater
gifts. And | will show you a still more excellent way.

Luke 24:13-35
The Walk to Emmaus

¥ Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles!® from
Jerusalem, "and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. *®*While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, "®but their eyes were kept from recognizing

him. " And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still,
looking sad.[’! ®Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ "*He asked them, ‘What
things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, 2*and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death
and crucified him. 2' But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.!) Yes, and besides all this, itis
now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, 2and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2 Some of those who were with us went
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him. 2 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 2 Was it not necessary
that the Messiah!® should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 2 Then beginning with Moses and
all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 2°But they
urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he
went in to stay with them. **When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. ¥ Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. **They
said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within ust? while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us?’ 3 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. **They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!’ **Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to
them in the breaking of the bread.
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