
SERMON for Epiphany 2 - January 16th, 2022. 

Readings:  Isaiah 62: 1-5; Psalm 36: 5-10; 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11; John 2: 1-11. 

There is a story about a village where they decided to have a feast and each family promised 
to bring a jug of wine to pour into the common pot for all to share.  But there was one man 
who cursed for having agreed to part with a whole jug of wine.  

He and his wife thought about it and came to a quick decision: “We’ll just fill our jug with 
water!  Since everyone is pouring their wine in together, our one jug of water cannot spoil 
the great pot of wine." 

So, on the day of the feast the couple put on their finest robes, filled their jug with water, 
and went to the party. They were greeted by the sounds of music playing, and the 
delicious smells of food cooking, and everyone poured their jugs of wine into a great clay 
pot.  

All the people in the village were served and at a signal, they put their cups to their lips. 
They sipped, and sipped again, but what they tasted was not wine but water, for each of 
them had filled their jug at the well thinking, "One jug of water cannot spoil a great pot of 
wine." 

That day a new saying arose among the people of the village: "If you wish to take wine, 
you must give it also."  1 

We will come back to the Gospel reading and the delightful “water into wine” bit in a minute, 
but first, let’s look at this in the light of the Epistle this morning. 

“If you wish to take wine, you must give it also”. 

In other words, if you want to be a part of anything, you also have to contribute.  

For me, one of the conversations which was most memorable from our recent Advent studies 
related to gifts and recognising the giftedness in each other.  I was really surprised at some 
of the opinions expressed.   

One person expressed that they felt there was a sort of hierarchy of spiritual gifts.  That 
someone able to lead worship was higher than say, someone who did the cleaning.   

Something deep within me rebelled.  NO!  Anything given in the glory of God is worthy, and 
God doesn’t play favourites. 

As St Paul said to the church in Corinth, a fellowship which was constantly bickering and 
had got carried away in their snobbery about spiritual gifts: 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. [1Cor.12:4-7] 

Each one of us has gifts, talents, a willingness to serve, and there is no hierarchy to those 
gifts.  We are given gifts to serve whether we are a priest, a teacher, a musician, an 
administrator, gifted in fixing things, a cleaner, a Mustard Seed volunteer or someone who 
is just happy to fill in wherever there is a need.  Each person is needed, no matter what they 
bring, and a fellowship, a parish is lessened by anyone withholding their giftedness, or even 
their presence from a congregation. 

I have been involved several times, over the years, in studies on the giftedness of a group 
of people, of discerning our own and others giftedness, which can be offered in God’s 
service.  It is a prayerful exercise, but also one of awareness.  Awareness and openness to 
the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit, and awareness of the potential of those around you.  
It was an eye-opening exercise! 



As with the story I began with, if we want the best from anything we do, we need to be 
prepared to contribute in what any way we can.  

Let’s go back to our wedding feast. 

In our readings this morning, there is much about the promise of new life, of love and joy, 
and both the Old Testament and Gospels talk about weddings.   

The Isaiah rejoices: 

For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. [Is 62: 1] 

My theology tends towards a loving, compassionate God.  Faith in whom, brings the 
knowledge that we are loved and accepted by God, calls us to a life lived in love and service, 
and that even in our brokenness there is still the hope of finding wholeness and abundant 
life.  The God who rejoices over each and every one of us. 

A pastor e-friend in the United States unpacked the Gospel for me: 

John tells us plainly that his great concern is that the story of what Jesus has done will bring 
everyone to a new place of believing and a new way of living.  In order to do this John isn’t going 
to tell us everything that Jesus did.  He’s going to focus on just a few things, those things that will 
lead us to faith and life.  John calls these things that Jesus did “SIGNS”.  Signs because they point 
the way to faith. 

Following his baptism and the calling of his first Disciples, Jesus shows up at a wedding feast in 
Cana of Galilee. In those days a wedding feast was a really big deal, and they went on for a long 
time - sometimes for days.  Wine was served, a lot of wine.  After all, this was a great time and 
there would be many toasts and much celebration.  At a wedding feast it was the custom for the 
good wine to be served first and after a couple of drinks, the lesser wine would be served, who 
would notice?  But what be could be more embarrassing than to run out of wine, because everyone 
would notice that!  And that’s exactly what happened - the wine was all gone!  What now?  It seems 
that Mary, the mother of Jesus, knew what.  Her son was there and he could do something, tell 
Jesus, they’re out of wine.•  Notice she didn’t tell Jesus what to do - just that something needed to 
be done - and she knew that he would do something.   

Now, here’s where we have to look carefully.  What do we see -- six stone jars for the Jewish rites 
of purification.  Jesus also sees them.  They won’t do any good the way they are - but - dump out 
the old water - put some new water in - halleluiah!  No more water now -- the best wine!  What 
happened?  

[Well, we all think we know what happened … I don’t know how many times people have joked with 
me about turning water into wine … but] look again! 

Mary tells the servants to "Do whatever Jesus tells you."  That is what faith is all about -- responding 
to the words of Jesus -- trusting that his word will be fulfilled -- trusting that as he transformed the 
water of purification into the wine of joy -- so he will transform us and lead us into the kingdom 
where the best is not only saved for last, but where the best lasts forever!” 2 

The God I believe in is a generous loving God, who rejoices in us and wants the very best 
for us.  Our response to God is to contribute in whatever way we can to the groups, 
communities and fellowships which we are members of. 

By contributing, with faith, that we and those we are involved with, are transformed. 

God’s Spirit is with you.  Amen. 

Revd Sally Buckley 
16 January 2022 
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